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Union would never be in possession of the immense power
that it welds today. Soviet Russia has only qui Le narrowly,
and by its own Herculean efforts, escaped the fate which
attends other victims of Hitler's threats and ambitions.

Happily, however, the Soviet Union knew what sacrifices
its people could endure. It knew what triumphs awaited
socialism, and what would be the measure of capitalist
hostility when confronted with successful socialist achieve-
ment. Happily, too, it recognized in time the imperial
urge inherent in capitalism, the inescapable outward thrust
which compels capitalists to demand new markets and new
sources of raw materials, a thrust heading for capitalist and
imperialist wars. There was not a moment to lose.

The Soviet Government was in possession of principles
which enabled it Lo forecast distant events with a clearness
and reliability unusual in statesmen in capitalist lands.
In view of a situation upon which it could confidently
calculate, and which was full of menace, it acted with a
prudence which revealed itself to the casual onlooker only
in external ha&te and reckless urgency. In face of repeated
failures and inevitable blunders it began to build up an
industnal machine second to none in the world.

All this precipitate haste has been vindicated by events.
Russia is now in sight of industrial parity with the foremost
capitalist states of the world. Possessing its own heavy
industry, its own armaments, and it own rising standard of
life, it at last stands secure in a world of stress and storm.

Nor must it be forgotten that internal reasons combined
with exteinal in pressing for a speedy and complete turnover
to a competent and thorough-going socialized industrial
system. Petty private ownership of farmsteads was pro-
viding a dangerous basis for capitalistic factions in the State.
A strong socialized industry alone could tilt the balance and,
by producing a powerfully mechanized and large-scale
agriculture, could make the socialist basis of the State
secure.

Under the combined spur of these needs the Soviet
Government flung itself with great haste into the task of
reconstituting industry, and naturally committed blunders
in the process. Despite all difficulties, however, and in the